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March 17, 2010
Artists Capture Spring Inspiration at Sugarloaf Crafts Festival in Hartford
More than 200 Artists display original handcrafted items March 19-21
Spring finally arrives in Hartford with the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival, Friday, March 26 through Sunday, March 28, 2010, with more than 200 artists embracing spring inspiration to create outdoor and garden crafts, and one-of-a-kind works at the Connecticut Expo Center. The bustling marketplace will feature thousands of handmade creations in every medium, including functional and decorative pottery, sculpture, glass, furniture and home décor, leather, fiber, and textiles, fine art and photography.
As heavy coats are packed away, Sugarloaf’s fashion and fiber artists will outfit visitors with stylish and lightweight looks. Artists will share their latest works and inspirations in a wide range of styles from traditional silhouettes to contemporary flair, including hand-painted silk jackets, sophisticated patchwork tunics made from exotic Batik fabrics, and chic sheer wraps created using vibrant prints. Parents will find a variety of unique spring clothes for children, including onesies, overalls, and dresses in playful prints and appliqué designs that blend brightly-colored fabrics and patterns to create a quilted effect. 
Jewelry artists at the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival will incorporate fresh colors, shapes, and design ideas into their one-of-a-kind pieces. Dozens of artists at the Festival experiment with glass as the trendiest material for pendant design, using shimmering metallic glass accented with bold geometric patterns. Gems in the hottest seasonal colors, including purple, aqua, red, and bright green are the centerpieces of gold and silver bangles, while jewelry that accentuates the natural shapes of oversized stones highlight the trend of creating organic, asymmetrical looks. Other artists capture the fanciful spirit of spring with playful accessories, such as sterling charms that look like shoes, kitchen and garden utensils, and animals. 
Gardeners anxious to get outside will find aisles overflowing with large-scale kinetic sculptures and mobiles forged from reflective metals, and hand-chiseled stone fountains and abstract sculptures to bring the enjoyment of art outdoors. 
Scores of Sugarloaf artists bring art into the kitchen with functional crafts including hand-carved cutting utensils and bow knives, carved serving utensils and cutting boards with rich wood graining, hand-painted trivets, and ceramic mixing bowls in colorful glazes. Grill masters will find more than a dozen gourmet food exhibitors with sauces, seasonings, and snacks to enhance meals from the grill. 
Visitors ready to move the party outside can serve in style with a full range of ceramic and glass platters, bowls, and table settings. Many artists incorporate the outdoors into their art, including platters painted in floral motifs and with iconic beach images, and ceramic plates sculpted in the shapes of leaves. Woven ceramic serving dishes and plates with clean, traditional lines colored in muted glazes will appeal to craft lovers with classic taste, while hand-painted glass bowls in bold colors and patterns exemplify the latest movements in contemporary craft.
The Sugarloaf Crafts Festival’s lively marketplace is complimented by a full schedule of family entertainment. Master craftspeople will showcase their expertise in a broad range of media including metal spinning, wheel thrown pottery and wood carving in live demonstrations. Visitors will enjoy live musical performances on keyboard and flute. Children will experience the adventure of an interactive fairy tale with the dress-up castle theater from Middle Earth Studios. 

Adult admission to the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival is $7 when purchased online, $8 for adults at the door, and free for children under 12. Admission is good for all three days, and free parking is available.

The Sugarloaf Crafts Festival will be held Friday, March 26 and Saturday, March 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Sunday, March 28 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Connecticut Expo Center located just off I-91, Exit 33 at 265 Reverend Moody Overpass in Hartford, CT.

Adult admission to the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival is $7 when purchased online, $8 for adults at the door, and free for children under 12. Admission is good for all three days, and free parking is available.

For more information about the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival, directions, or to purchase discount admission tickets online visit www.SugarloafCrafts.com or call (800) 210-9900.  

Additional show information, artist profiles, and special offers may be found on Sugarloaf’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/sugarloafcrafts.

About the Sugarloaf Craft Festivals:


For over 30 years, the nation’s most talented artisans have sold their contemporary crafts and fine art at Sugarloaf Craft Festivals, rated as one of the top craft experiences in the country.  Last year, more than 180,000 visitors purchased over $16 million in fine arts and crafts directly from the artists at Sugarloaf festivals.
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